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Characters 

 

JOHN: 34 year old male 

SUE: 33 year old female 

JAKE: 11 year old boy 

MELINDA: 9 year old girl 

 

Setting 

 

A living room setting, with a couch, dining table and four chairs. 

 

 

The Story 

 

This sketch examines the importance of small ministries in the church, in this case, 
a functioning men’s ministry. John’s life has been changed from going to a weekend 
conference put on by the Men’s Ministry at his church. Now he must assume the role 
of priest in his own home, and be a proper godly example for his son, and be ready 
to answer the probing questions of his daughter.  

This sketch also highlights how important it is to establish a family altar at home, 
which can be more effective for a family’s spiritual growth than going to church. 
We must practice at home before we can be effective outside the home. 

 

Play Details 

Length: 12-18 Minutes 
Cast: 2 Males | 2 Females | 1 Male or Female 



Audience: Teens & Adults 
Genre: Contemporary Drama 



 

 

 

The Script 
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LIGHTS UP 
 
Worship music is playing. 

JOHN is pacing back and forth in the living room, with hands lifted in 
praise. 

JOHN: Lord, thank you. I am nothing without you. In you I live and breathe and 
have my being. 

LITTLE JAKE enters, and watches his father for a beat. 

John finally sees him, and turns the music off. 

JOHN: Jake, how long have you been standing there, buddy? 

JAKE: Not long. 

JOHN: Come on over here. 

John and Jake sit on the couch. 

JOHN: We need to talk about what happened yesterday? 

JAKE: Dad, he was the one who was picking a fight with me. I was just minding 
my own business. 

JOHN: You can't just go around punching everyone who messes with you, son. 

JAKE: So I shouldn't defend myself? 

John reaches for a Bible. 

JOHN: Hear what God says. (opens Bible) If someone slaps you on one cheek, 
turn to him the other. 

JAKE: It's not so easy to do that. 

JOHN: Are you arguing with God? 

JAKE: Oh no, Dad. I would never do that. I am just saying in the heat of the 
moment, turning the other cheek comes to mind about....zero times. (sighs) And 
why should that be the way we deal with bullies, Dad? 

JOHN: It speaks to character, and selflessness. When you fight back, you are 
really no better than them. 
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JAKE: Sounds true. 

JOHN: And you lose your witness. 

JAKE: Also true. 

JOHN: And you run the risk of getting a worse beating. 

JAKE: (jabs with his fist) You shoulda seen me dad. I gave him a left...then a 
right... 

John stares at Jake firmly. 

Jake quiets down. 

JAKE: Turn the other cheek. Got it dad. 

JOHN: (closes Bible) The Word of the Lord. 

SUE enters with LITTLE MELINDA. 

SUE: You boys ready for sunday morning devotion? 

MELINDA: I wanna sleep. 

JOHN: You can sleep tonight, Melinda. Come and sit over here. 

Jake lifts his hand as if in class. 

JOHN: Yes, Jake. 

JAKE: Can we like, sing some new songs, instead of the usual old songs? 

JOHN & SUE: No. 

JAKE: Buy why? 

JOHN: What is wrong with the old time songs? 

JAKE: Seriously, Dad. They are old. 

John opens his bible again. 

JOHN: Ecclesiastes says that there is a time and a place for everything. A time to 
live, and a time to die. A time to plant and a time to reap. A time to weep, and a 
time to laugh. Can anyone tell me what time it is now? 

MELINDA: It's 7 A.M. 
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JOHN: (laughs) Not the literal time. What season are we in now? 

JAKE: Duh! It’s autumn. 

JOHN: Okay, forget those questions. This is the time we pray together as a family. 

JAKE: Oh! 

JOHN: So, who wants to start us off this morning? 

Sue looks away.  

Jake is staring at his wriggling toes. 

Melinda picks at her finger nail. 

JOHN: Don't all volunteer at once. 

Silence. 

JOHN: Fine. I will pray. (bows head) Lord, thank You. We are nothing without 
You. In You we live and breathe and have my being. 

LIGHTS FADE 

LIGHTS UP 

Worship music is playing. 

JAKE is pacing the room with his hands lifted. 

JAKE: Lord, thank You. I am nothing without You. In You I live and breathe and 
have my being. 

Sue enters, and stops. She watches her son for a beat, and smiles broadly. 

JAKE: God, I don't know if that is enough, but I really don’t know what else to 
say. 

SUE: I think that's enough, Jake. 

Sue hugs Jake. 

SUE: You sound just like your father. 

JAKE: When is dad coming home? 

SUE: I expect him to walk through the door any minute. 
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Melinda enters with an open Bible. 

MELINDA: Mom, what does being unequally yoked mean? 

SUE: Uhm. Why do you ask? 

MELINDA: I hear them talking at school that that is the reason parents divorce. 

SUE: Couples divorce for different reasons. 

MELINDA: Are you and dad unequally yoked? 

SUE: We were at one time. Not anymore. 

MELINDA: So, what does it mean? 

JAKE: It means one parent is a Christian and the other is a devil. 

SUE: That's kinda it, but a tad bit too graphic. 

MELINDA: Okay, so can a devil get saved? 

Pause. 

Sue looks at her watch. 

SUE: Can I leave that one for your father to answer? 

John walks in the door with his suitcase. 

JOHN: You all talking about me while I am not here? 

SUE: Hi, honey. Melinda has a question for you. 

JOHN: Okay then. 

MELINDA: Dad, can devils get saved? 

Pause. 

John scratches his head. 

JOHN: Well, uhm... 

SUE: Jake come and help me set the table for dinner. 

Sue and Jake exits. 

Melinda stands before John with all her childhood innocence. He appears 
very confused. 
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JOHN: Why would you ask that question? 

MELINDA: Well, mom says being unequally yoked means one is a Christian and 
the other is a devil. I assume you were the devil, but you are not the devil anymore. 

John looks at Sue as she puts food on the table. 

JOHN: Did you really tell Melinda that? 

SUE: Tell her what? 

JOHN: That I was a devil. 

Pause. 

SUE: Her young mind is searching for answers, honey. Help her along please. 

John and Melinda sit around the dinner table. 

JOHN: I don't think calling someone a devil is the appropriate choice of word in 
defining being unequally yoked. 

MELINDA: How would you define it? 

JOHN: It’s more like two people going in separate directions. 

MELINDA: Like me and Jake? 

JOHN: Oh boy. 

Sue and Jake finish setting the table. The family sits together to eat. 

JOHN: Melinda, let’s talk about this after dinner, okay. 

MELINDA: You really don’t know do you? 

JOHN: I don’t know how to explain it. 

Pause. 

The family holds hands. 

JOHN: Melinda, can you do this prayer for us? 

MELINDA: Sure. (bows head) Heavenly Father, thank You for who You are, and 
all You have done. Bless this food. Bless the hands that prepared the food. Bless 
the belly that will receive this food, in Jesus name.  

EVERYONE: Amen. 
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They start helping themselves to food. 

SUE: So how was the weekend conference, honey? 

JOHN: It was interested. We were challenged as men to take our rightful place as 
priest in the house. 

SUE: I think it is so good that men can have a time away where they fellowship 
together, and improve on their walk with God. 

JOHN: I never thought I could gain anything from being somewhere with just 
men. 

SUE: I remember your initial reaction at the mention of you going. 

JOHN: I was hoping you would forget that. 

SUE: We have come a long way, and I think I owe a lot to this conference. 

JOHN: You are just glad to be rid of me for three days. 

SUE: Well, that too. 

Pause. 

They laugh. 

They eat. 

BLACKOUT 

 
  
 
 
 
 


	Characters
	Setting
	The Story
	Play Details
	The Script

