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Character 

 

John (Male) 

The Devil (Male or Female) 

Jesus (Male) 

Judge (Male) 

Baliff (Male) 

 

Setting 

 

This courtroom drama requires something similar to a courtroom setting. There should be 
a high rise desk and chair Up Center Stage for the Judge; a Desk and chair Stage Right for 
the Prosecutor and a Desk and two Chairs Stage Left for the Defense and Accused.   

 

The Story 

 

John Brown is brought into the court of eternity and is charged with many sins that 
he must answer for. Lucky for John, He has the best Defense Attorney in the history 
of mankind, but will that be enough to get him acquitted?   

 

Play Details 

 

Length: 7-10 Minutes 
Cast: 4 Males, 1 Male or Female 
Audience: Children, Teens & Adults 
Genre: Contemporary Courtroom Drama 



 

 

 

The Script 
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LIGHTS UP 
 
John enters wearing chains on his hands and feet. 

He stands close to the audience, and looks directly out at the audience. 

JOHN: We all struggle with something, and very often we struggle in silence. But 
in our silence sometimes we are ungrateful for what God has done. I forget 
sometimes, or maybe I just don’t know what He did for me really. Maybe it’s all too 
good to be true. Life made me bitter, angry and resentful but I do realize that God’s 
mercies are new every morning. I go to my bed with prayer and wake up renewed 
the next morning as if God pressed the reset button. For those of us who don’t know 
what the RESET button does…when pressed it restores the source to its initial stage. 
Which brings me to a very important and very powerful word that we may or may 
not take the time out to think about: JUSTIFICATION – It has been defined as ‘being 
restored as if we had never sinned.’ In theory, that sounds really good. Yes, I am in 
chains, and these are of my own doing. I must answer for my sins. May this serve as 
a reminder to you in case you also forget. This is the Courtroom of eternity where a 
trial is about to take place. I want to introduce the Prosecuting Attorney, the Accuser 
of the Brethren, the devil… 

The DEVIL enters and takes his position. 

JOHN: ….the Defense is none other than Jesus Christ our Lord. 

JESUS enters and takes his position. 

JOHN: …and the Accused is yours truly. I represent all who will stand to answer 
for their sins. I am YOU. 

 John takes his position by the Defense’s side. 

 BALIFF enters and steps forward. 

BALIFF: All rise. 

 (the audience should stand) 

BALIFF: Judge Father God presiding. 

 (the JUDGE appears and takes his seat at the high rise.) 
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JUDGE: Everyone except the Accused and his Lawyer can be seated. 

 (the audience and prosecutor sits) 

JUDGE: Young man, please state your name? 

ACCUSED: John Brown, Your Honour. 

JUDGE: You have been charged with committing Immorality, Fornication, Idol 
Worshipping, Lying, Theft, Lasciviousness, Unbelief, Lust (pause) This list is very 
long. How do you plea? 

ACCUSED: Guilty, Your honour. 

PROSECUTOR: And with that we have no need to waste anymore time, Your 
Honour. Pronounce the judgement of death on this sinner and let’s call it a day. 

DEFENSE: Permission to speak, Your Honour. I have something to say. 

PROSECUTOR: There is nothing left to say. He has admitted his guilt. 

JUDGE: I will hear what the Defense has to say. 

PROSECUTOR: Objection, Your Honour. 

JUDGE: Over-ruled. 

PROSECUTOR: But, Your Honour. 

JUDGE: Have a seat, sir. 

 (the prosecutor sits) 

DEFENSE: Your honour…it is true that this man did what he did…but I died for 
Him so that He can be free. Freedom that is available to all sinners who repent and 
he has repented. He has sorrowed over his sins and cried and beg for forgiveness 
with the intention to turn from it. He rightfully deserves any punishment deemed 
necessary by this court, but consider that I have bourne the punishment and tasted of 
death for all sinners. In judgment, Your Honour, show mercy. 

JUDGE: Well said. I find the Accused not guilty. 

PROSECUTOR: Your honour. You see and you know everything and you saw 
when this man sinned on all occassions. 
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JUDGE: I’m sorry, what sins are you talking about? 

PROSECUTOR: Look at him. You saw when he went over to that woman’s house 
with the intention to sleep with her…and he did. You saw him with your own eyes. 
He made an idol out of man-made things and worshipped them. He lied, he stole 
from his neighbor and coveted his wife. Seriously, Your Honour, his sins are printed 
on his forehead. 

 Judge looks at the Accused. 

JUDGE: I look at this man and all I see is the blood that my Son Jesus shed for him. 
I don’t see those sins that you are accusing him of. 

PROSECUTOR: I know he did it. I saw him do it and you have to stick to your 
own Word….the wages of sin is death… 

JUDGE: But the gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ. I find this man not 
guilty. Remove the chains from his hands and feet. John Brown you are free to go. 
Case dismissed. 

The Baliff removes the chains from the hands and feet of the Accused. He 
walks to the edge of the stage to address the audience. 

JOHN: You see, the devil comes only to steal to kill and to destroy but Jesus said: 

DEFENSE: (puts his hand on John’s shoulder) I have come that you might have 
life…and have it more abundantly. 

 They exit. 

 
BLACKOUT 

 
  
 
 
 
 


	Character
	Setting
	The Story
	Play Details
	The Script
	BLACKOUT


