
 
 
 

Amazing Love 
 

 

The Original Stageplay  
 
 
 

 
 
 

Cleveland O. McLeish 



Amazing Love by Cleveland O. McLeish 

2 
 

Copyright © 2017. The Heart of a Christian Playwright. 
 
All Rights Reserved. 
 
Cleveland O. McLeish/The Heart of a Christian Playwright have asserted the right to be 
identified as the Author of this work. 
 
No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means without 
the expressed permission of Cleveland O. McLeish. Professional Rights, Amateur Rights, 
Fringe Rights, and Education Rights are all available through the Heart of a Christian 
Playwright. Please request permission in writing to cleveland.mcleish@gmail.com. The 
Author can be reached at cleveland@christianplaywright.org 
 
All rights whatsoever in the play are strictly reserved. Requests to reproduce the text in 
whole or in part should be addressed to the Publisher/Author. 
 
You have ONE free license to do ONE free Performance with the purchase of this book. 
You are NOT ALLOWED to make copies of this book, but you can purchase additional 
copies from Amazon, or you can purchase a digital version from the Website 
(www.christianplaywright.org) to make printed copies. For multiple performance and/or 
performances where tickets are sold, or there is an admission cost, please contact us to 
discuss royalties. 
 
Publication of this play indicates its availability for performance. 
 
ISBN-13: 978-1979766296 (paperback available on amazon.com) 
ISBN-10: 1979766290 
 
Published by: 
 

 
www.hcpbookpublishing.com 

mailto:cleveland.mcleish@gmail.com
mailto:cleveland@christianplaywright.org
http://www.christianplaywright.org/
http://www.hcpbookpublishing.com/


Amazing Love by Cleveland O. McLeish 

3 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
Characters ................................................................................................................... 4 
Setting ........................................................................................................................ 5 
The Story .................................................................................................................... 6 
Play Details ................................................................................................................ 7 
The Script ................................................................................................................... 8 
Scene 1 ....................................................................................................................... 9 
Scene 2 ..................................................................................................................... 12 
Scene 3 ..................................................................................................................... 16 
Scene 4 ..................................................................................................................... 25 
Scene 5 ..................................................................................................................... 32 
Scene 6 ..................................................................................................................... 36 
Scene 7 ..................................................................................................................... 40 
Scene 8 ..................................................................................................................... 43 
Scene 9 ..................................................................................................................... 45 
Scene 10 ................................................................................................................... 47 
From the Author’s Desk ........................................................................................... 53 

 



Amazing Love by Cleveland O. McLeish 

4 
 

Characters 

Mary Walters 33-Year-Old Female, in love with a married man. 

Dinah Walters 58-Year-Old Female. Mother to Mary, Devoted Christian. 

Brian Watson 38-Year-Old Male. Married man having an affair with Mary. 

Jesus 33-Year-Old Male. Young Teacher, Prophet, Son of God. 

Judas 28-Year-Old Male. The Disciple who betrayed Jesus. 

Martha 38-Year-Old Female. Mary and Lazarus’s Older Sister.  

Lazarus 35-Year-Old Male. Brother to Martha and Mary. Friend of Jesus. 

Priest    

Caiaphas 

Simon 

Singer 

Extras (Non-speaking Roles) 
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Setting 

The stage is a living room setting with an area separated for kitchen/dining, which 
is later converted to a biblical setting by removing all the furniture. 

The biblical setting will have an old couch upstage right in a corner. The rest of the 
stage will be used as an outdoor setting. There are stones scattered around the stage. 
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The Story 

 
Mary Walters is a young single Christian woman caught up in an adulterous affair 
with a married man. She is experiencing high levels of guilt and condemnation. Like 
so many of us, she has yet to grasp the true significance of the cross. 

Her mother is a devoted Christian woman who does not mince words when it comes 
to telling Mary the truth. Still, Mary feels trapped by her emotions for this man, but 
it is not love that keeps her bound but ignorance of what it means to be truly forgiven. 

It is Easter, and Mary is on the verge of giving up on her faith, but it is God’s will to 
grant her a profound experience. Mary is transported to the past to walk in the 
shoes/sandals of Mary Magdalene. 

I absolutely love this play and believe the message is relevant to so many people 
today. We often think the Kingdom of God is a community of saints, but, on the 
contrary, it is a community of sinners. “Let he who is without sin cast the first stone.” 

Let us be mindful of the expectations we place on each other. Our own righteousness 
is as “filthy rags.” We need to acknowledge, like Mary Walters, that Jesus is our 
only salvation and righteousness. 
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Play Details 
 

Length: 40-70 Minutes 

Cast: 7 Males, 5 Females, Plus Extras (Non-Speaking Roles). 

Audience: Teens & Adults 

Genre: Contemporary and Biblical Drama
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Scene 1 

LIGHTS UP: 

Brian is seated on the 
couch wrapped in a bath 
robe. 

Mary comes out also 
wrapped in a bathrobe 
and carrying a glass of 
juice. She gives the glass 
to Brian and sits beside 
him. 

MARY 
You okay? 

BRIAN 
Why wouldn't I be? 

Brian drinks from the 
glass. 

MARY 
When is your wife coming home? 

BRIAN 
I'm not sure. 

Brian drinks again. 

MARY 
I don't know if I can do this, Brian. 

BRIAN 
Do what? 

MARY 
This. I'm an active member of a church. This is wrong. 
This is not me. 
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BRIAN 
I don't go to church and this is me. You want to leave, 
I won't stop you. I will just replace you. Consider 
yourself lucky to have me. 

MARY 
When you say things like that, I get the feeling you 
don't care about me. 

BRIAN 
You're the one always talking about leaving and going 
on and on about your church and what God thinks and 
how much of a disappointment you are. Sometimes I 
wish you would just make up your mind or just shut 
up. 

MARY 
You're cheating on your wife, Brian. Don't you feel 
any remorse? 

BRIAN 
No. 

Pause. 

BRIAN 
I know she's doing the same thing. I've seen the texts 
and emails that he sends her. 

MARY 
So this is about revenge? 

BRIAN 
This is about me getting what I want. 

MARY 
I just think you're the one who needs to make up his 
mind. I mean, you told me several times you would 
leave your wife for me. 

BRIAN 
Why do you always bring this up? 
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MARY 
Because you don't. 

BRIAN 
There's a reason for that. 

MARY 
Okay, let's hear it. 

BRIAN 
Hear what? 

MARY 
Your reason for not bringing it up. 

BRIAN 
You should probably go. 

MARY 
We're at my place. 

BRIAN 
Then I should probably go. 

Brian gets up and exits 
the room. 

MARY 
God. What am I doing? What am I really doing? 
(begins laughing to herself) Right. Why would you 
even listen to someone like me? 

LIGHTS FADE. 
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Scene 2 

LIGHTS UP: 

Mary is fast asleep on the 
couch. 

Enter Dinah, coming 
from church. She looks at 
Mary sleeping on the 
couch. She puts her Bible 
down, goes into her bag 
and pulls out a whistle. 
She blows hard. 

Mary jumps up from the 
couch hysterical. She 
sees Dinah laughing and 
breathes to calm herself. 

MARY 
Mom, why are you always doing that? 

DINAH 
Because it's fun. 

MARY 
You're too old to be having fun. 

DINAH 
You're too young to be sleeping on the couch. What's 
wrong with your bed? 

No response. 

DINAH 
He was here, wasn’t he? 

MARY 
Don't start. 
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DINAH 
This is not how I raised you, Mary. You can’t be so 
lost that you would entertain this man. This is wrong 
on all levels. 

MARY 
I'm not having this conversation with you, Mom. 

DINAH 
He's a married man. 

MARY 
You don't think I know that? 

DINAH 
There are plenty of single men down at the church. 

MARY 
They are not my type. 

DINAH 
Why? Because they are single? 

MARY 
It hurts to be around you these days, Mom. 

DINAH 
I'm not the one hurting you, baby. This mess you've 
gotten yourself into is hurting you. This man you're 
involved with is hurting you. 

MARY 
Please go, Mom. I can't face this right now. 

DINAH 
There was a woman like you in your father’s life once. 
I hated her. 

MARY 
Mom, please. 
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DINAH 
I learned to forgive her — and your father. But by then 
it was too late. Our marriage was damaged beyond 
repair. Up until the day he died, it was never the same. 
My own daughter is doing that to someone else. 

MARY 
(Almost in tears) Why do you come here and lay all 
this guilt on me? 

DINAH 
This time — this very season — many centuries ago, 
there was a man who took all your guilt and sin. 
Nailed them to a cross. You know that man. 

MARY 
I thought I did. 

DINAH 
God can forgive you. Set you free. Give you the 
strength to walk away from all this. You're better than 
this, Mary. 

MARY 
You talk about forgiveness like it’s a simple gesture. 
You don't know some of the things I've done. I'm glad 
church is working for you, Mom, but it's not working 
for me, okay. There is no place in church for blatant 
sinners like me. 

DINAH 
If only that were true. 

MARY 
Change the subject, Mom, or get out. 

DINAH 
If God could give you anything this Easter season, 
Mary — what would you ask Him for? 

MARY 
God will have nothing to do with me. I'm a mess.  
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DINAH 
(firmly) What would you ask Him for? 

Pause. 

MARY 
Peace! I would ask Him for peace. 

DINAH 
I will pray that He gives you your peace. 

MARY 
Whatever makes you happy, Mom. 

Pause. 

LIGHTS FADE. 
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Scene 3 

LIGHTS UP: 

Setting Change: There is 
a couch upstage right in a 
corner. Mary, now 
dressed in Biblical 
clothing, is resting her 
head on Brian’s knees, 
also dressed in biblical 
clothing. She appears to 
be sleeping.  

The rest of the stage will 
be used as an outdoor 
setting. There are stones 
scattered around the 
stage. 

Mary wakes up. Her eyes 
come into focus and she 
looks confused. She 
looks at a smiling Brian, 
then at her own choice of 
clothes. 

MARY 
Why am I dressed like this? Why are you dressed like 
that? Brian, why are you wearing a dress? 

BRIAN 
Why do you keep calling me Brian and talking such 
nonsense? Go back to sleep. I derive a certain measure 
of pleasure just watching you sleep. 

MARY 
What? Who are you? 

Mary gets off the couch. 
Walks away. Brian 
follows. 
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BRIAN 
It is true then. My charm does affect a woman 
mentally. 

MARY 
This is not my house. 

BRIAN 
No beloved. This house belongs to me. Would you like 
me to buy you a house? I will do anything for you. 
Where would you like to live? Bethlehem? Judah? On 
the other side of Jordan? 

MARY 
What? Why would I leave the United States to go live 
in those places, and why are you talking so funny? 

BRIAN 
What is United States, and whatever do you mean by 
I’m talking funny? You’re the one talking funny, 
beloved.  

MARY 
People don't talk like that anymore in the 21st century. 

Mary is trying to figure 
things out as she talks. 

BRIAN 
21st century? We're but in the first century A.D. How 
much wine did you consume last night? 

MARY 
What do you mean the first century? 

BRIAN 
It is the year of our Lord 30 A.D. 

Pause. 

MARY 
I'm dreaming. That makes sense. This is a dream.  
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BRIAN 
Well, I am the man of your dreams. 

MARY 
Why does it feel so real? 

BRIAN 
Come back to bed, beloved. You're not yourself today. 

MARY 
Are you married? 

BRIAN 
You've never asked me that question before. 

MARY 
Just answer the question. 

BRIAN 
I have several wives, yes. 

MARY 
Several? 

BRIAN 
Not as many as my brothers, but I do okay. Come and 
rest. 

Brian takes her hand and 
leads her back to the 
couch. He rests her head 
on his shoulders. 

A Scribe and Pharisee 
comes on.  

Brian sees them and 
quickly approaches them, 
leaving Mary even more 
confused. 

BRIAN 
Why are you in my house? 
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SCRIBE 
You really think we would allow this opportunity to 
pass? You know better. 

PHARISEE 
You know what the law says about adulterers? This 
one in particular has been on our radar for a while. We 
can use her against him. 

Brian looks over at Mary. 

BRIAN 
Don't do this. I'm not done with her yet. 

SCRIBE 
You're done. Find yourself another harlot. Step aside 
and let righteousness prevail. 

They shove Brian aside 
and go for Mary. They 
take her by the elbow. 

SCRIBE 
Come with us. 

MARY 
Why? 

SCRIBE 
You've defiled yourself with this married man. 
According to the law, you must die. 

MARY 
No, wait. You're making a big mistake. I'm not the 
person you think I am. 

Pharisee looks offstage 
and points. 

PHARISEE 
Here He comes. This is going to be fun. I bet He can’t 
argue Himself out of this one. 
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Mary starts to struggle. 
The Scribe tries 
unsuccessfully to restrain 
her. The Pharisee helps 
him to hold her and stop 
her from trying to get 
away. 

Jesus walks on. 

A crowd begins to gather. 
A few behind Jesus. The 
rest go over to the Scribe 
and Pharisee. 

They push Mary and she 
falls to the ground at 
Jesus' feet. She looks to 
the ground, unable to 
meet Jesus' eyes. 

SCRIBE 
The man claiming to be the son of God. Your 
followers increase, but you will never be elevated 
above us. 

PHARISEE 
We were hoping you would help us resolve a little 
predicament we've found ourselves in. 

The Scribe and Pharisee 
begin picking up stones. 
Their followers do 
likewise. 

PHARISEE 
This woman is a known adulterer. Finally caught in the 
very act. According to the Law of Moses, she should 
be stoned to death. 

The Pharisee approaches 
Jesus. He holds out a 
stone for him to take. 
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PHARISEE 
As a Prophet of God, you have a responsibility to 
uphold this law. 

Pause. 

Jesus looks at the stone. 
Then at Mary sitting 
helplessly at his feet on 
the ground. 

JESUS 
You want me to cast the first stone? 

PHARISEE 
You've already broken the Sabbath. Desecrated the 
house of God. Spoken blasphemous words in a public 
setting. Declared yourself equal to God. You have 
made yourself an enemy of the people, but here you 
can redeem yourself by submitting to the very laws 
given to us by God. 

SCRIBE 
You may never get another chance like this. 

Jesus shakes his head. 
Walks closer to the edge 
of the stage, turning his 
back to the Pharisee still 
holding out a stone. 

JESUS 
The only difference between this woman and you is 
that her sins are known. 

Jesus stoops down with 
his finger to the ground. 

JESUS 
But I have a better proposition for you all. Let the man 
or woman here who is without sin cast the first stone. 
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Jesus begins writing with 
his finger to the ground. 

Those with stones begin 
looking at each other.  

The stones fall from their 
hands one by one — and 
they disperse, leaving the 
Scribe and Pharisee 
standing alone. They too 
drop their stones and 
leave. 

Jesus gets up and turns to 
see them gone. He walks 
over to Mary. 

JESUS 
What is your name? 

MARY 

(her head 
remain 
bowed, 
unable to 
meet His 
eyes) 

Mary. 

JESUS 
Where are your accusers, Mary? Where are they who 
condemned you? 

MARY 
They're gone. 

Jesus extends his hand to 
her. 

JESUS 
Neither will I condemn you. 
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Jesus stoops by her and 
picks her up. 

JESUS 
You're forgiven. Go and leave your sinful life behind. 

Mary gets angry. Pushes 
Jesus away. 

MARY 
No. NO! Get away from me! Get away from me! 

JESUS 
Be still. 

Mary grabs the side of 
her head. 

MARY 
Leave me alone. I know who you are. Leave me alone. 

JESUS 
You have no authority over this woman. I command 
you to leave her now. 

Mary falls to her 
knees....covers her ears 
and screams. 

She then faints. 

Jesus picks her up. She 
slowly revives. 

JESUS 
You're not just forgiven. You're free. 

Mary gets to her feet, still 
feeling a bit dizzy. She 
composes herself — sees 
the others looking at her. 
Sees Jesus smiling with 
her. 
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MARY 
Why would you forgive me? My sins are great. I feel 
nothing but guilt. I am condemned, and not worth 
anything to you. 

JESUS 
Dear woman. You're worth my life. 

Pause. Mary is in tears. 

Jesus speaks to the others 
gathered around. 

JESUS 
My Father loves you, as I love you. He forgives you as 
I forgive you. Think not for a moment that before I 
came into this world I was not aware of your sin. 

Jesus looks at Mary. 

JESUS 
I saw you — and still I came. But I'm not just here to 
tell you of my Father’s love. Follow me, and I will 
show you. 

Jesus leaves. The small 
crowd follows. Mary is in 
tears. 

MARY 
Of all the characters that I could be in a dream, I am a 
prostitute. What does that say about me? 

Mary exits after the 
crowd. 

LIGHTS FADE. 
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Scene 4 

LIGHTS UP: 

Jesus stands Center Stage 
with face turned toward 
Stage Right. 

Martha runs on.  

MARTHA 

(in tears) 
Lord, where were you? 

No response. 

MARTHA 
I sent to call you when my brother, Your friend, was 
sick. And now you come four days after he has died. 

Jesus cries. 

MARTHA 
Why didn't you come in time to save him? You loved 
him. If you were here, he would not have died. 

JESUS 
As I told my disciples, his sickness will not end in 
death. 

MARTHA 
He's not sick anymore. He's dead. 

JESUS 
It is for God's glory so that God may be glorified 
through it. 

MARTHA 
My brother is dead. You waited four days to come. It’s 
too late. 
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JESUS 
The last time I was here in Bethany, the Jews tried to 
stone me. I had to wait until it was day to come. A man 
who walks when there is light will not stumble. 

MARTHA 
You fear no one. 

JESUS 
Your eyes are filled with doubt, Martha. I'm glad I was 
not here when our friend Lazarus died, so that you may 
believe. 

MARTHA 
I know that even now God can give you what you ask. 

JESUS 
Do you really believe that? 

MARTHA 
I'm in conflict with the reality of death. I know you can 
heal the sick, but what can you possibly do four days 
after death? It’s too late, even for You. 

JESUS 
If that were true, then I would be a liar to tell you that 
nothing is impossible with God. Martha, your brother 
will rise again. 

MARTHA 
I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last 
day. 

JESUS 
I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in 
me will live, even though they die. Whoever lives by 
believing in me will never die. Do you believe this? 

Pause. 

MARTHA 
Yes, Lord. I believe. 
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Mary enters, followed by 
some other Jews. 
Pharisees and Scribes are 
also present but keep 
their distance. 

Jesus wipes His tears. 

JEW 1 
See how he loved him. 

JEW 2 
Could not this man who opened the eyes of the blind 
man have kept this man from dying? 

JESUS 

(calls offstage) 
Lazarus. 

MARTHA 
Lord, by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been 
there four days. 

JESUS 
Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the 
glory of God?  

(Jesus looks up to heaven) 
Father, I thank you that You have heard Me. I knew 
You always hear Me, but I said this for the benefit of 
the people standing here, that they may believe that 
You sent Me. 

(Jesus looks offstage) 
Lazarus! Lazarus...come out. 

Pause. 

Lazarus walks out 
wrapped with strips of 
linen and a cloth around 
his face. 
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Mary covers her mouth. 
Martha runs and hugs 
Lazarus. The Jews 
converse among 
themselves. 

JESUS 
Take off the grave clothes and let him go. 

They begin taking the 
strips of cloth off 
Lazarus. He looks 
confused. Jesus embraces 
him. 

JESUS 
My brother. You must be hungry. 

LAZARUS 
I feel like I haven't eaten in four days. 

JESUS 
(laughs) Let's get you something to eat. 

They leave...others 
follow. A few stay 
behind. 

Caiaphas enters. He has a 
private audience with the 
Scribe and Pharisee. 

CAIAPHAS 
What happened here? 

SCRIBE 
A man was just raised from the dead. 

Caiaphas looks confused. 

CAIAPHAS 
How? 
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PHARISEE 
The Nazarene called Jesus. 

CAIAPHAS 
The self-appointed prophet? 

PHARISEE 
What have we accomplished? Here is a man 
performing many signs. If we let him go on like this, 
everyone will believe in Him and then the Romans will 
come and take away both our temple and our nation. 

CAIAPHAS 
You know nothing. It is better for you that one man die 
for the people than for the whole nation to perish. 

SCRIBE 
You're proposing that we murder this man? 

CAIAPHAS 
It is not murder if the people call for it. 

PHARISEE 
We will never convince the people to vote against him. 
They love Him. His followers continue to grow. 

CAIAPHAS 
He will eventually say something to discredit himself. 
When He does, that is when we will strike. 

Pause. 

Judas enters and 
cautiously approaches.  

JUDAS 
I could not help but overhear you plotting against 
Jesus. 

CAIAPHAS 
You are? 

PHARISEE 
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He's one of His disciples. 

JUDAS 
My name is Judas. 

CAIAPHAS 
What do you want Judas? 

JUDAS 
You cannot kill him. 

CAIAPHAS 
He's just a man. 

JUDAS 
No. He's not just a man. His kingdom will reign 
forever and there is nothing you can do to stop him. 
We're all just waiting for Him to take His rightful 
place on the throne. 

CAIAPHAS 
You seem so confident of this thing of which you 
speak. 

JUDAS 
I know what I'm saying. 

Pause. 

CAIAPHAS 
If you truly believe this, then test Him. 

Pause. 

JUDAS 
How? 

CAIAPHAS 
At an opportune time, give us access to Him. Let us 
prove these words of yours. If you're right, then His 
rule will begin more quickly than anticipated and you 
would be credited. Imagine what people will say about 
Judas then. 
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Pause. 

JUDAS 
I can't betray my master. 

CAIAPHAS 
It's not betrayal. It’s a test. I'm sure you want to see 
without a doubt that He is who He says He is. 

JUDAS 
I can't. 

CAIAPHAS 
We will even compensate you for your efforts, say, 30 
pieces of silver. I'm sure you could make use of that 
money. Give us your answer tomorrow. We'll be here. 

Caiaphas leaves, 
followed by the Pharisee 
and Scribe. 

Judas is lost in thought. 

LIGHTS OUT. 
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Scene 5 

LIGHTS UP: 

Jesus sits with some of 
His Disciples. 

PETER sits to one side of 
him and JOHN is sitting 
on the other side. JUDAS 
sits a little way off, a bit 
isolated. 

SIMON (A Pharisee) 
serves Jesus and the 
others bread and wine. 

JESUS 
This is a nice house. 

SIMON 
Yes...built with much sweat and tears. To be honest, I 
didn't think you would accept my dinner invitation. 

JESUS 
The Son of man always goes where He is invited...and 
accepted. 

SIMON 
Well, the fact that you think that — knowing I am a 
Pharisee — and you are…despised by others like 
myself speaks a lot about your character. 

JESUS 
And about yours. I do sense that this is more than just 
a dinner invitation. 

Simon finishes serving 
and lays the tray aside. 
He sits opposite Jesus. 

 



Amazing Love by Cleveland O. McLeish 

33 
 

SIMON 
Tell me more about the Kingdom of God. 

JESUS 
Words are not enough to help you understand such 
spiritual things. Until you can see it for yourself, you 
may never accept the little I can tell you. 

SIMON 
Show me then. 

Jesus smiles. 

JESUS 
Okay. I will show you. 

Mary enters carrying an 
alabaster box with very 
expensive perfume 
inside. 

She walks over to Jesus 
and kneels at his feet. 
She begins to anoint his 
feet with the perfume and 
wipe them with her hair. 

SIMON 
What is this woman doing? 

JESUS 
You said you wanted to see. 

PETER 
Master, why are you allowing this woman to waste 
such expensive perfume? 

JUDAS 
It could have been sold for a year’s wage and the 
money given to the poor. 

JESUS 
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Why are you bothering her for doing such a beautiful 
thing for me? Leave her alone.  

JUDAS 
But, Master... 

JESUS 
The poor you will always have with you and you can 
help them anytime you want. But you will not always 
have me. She did what she could. She poured perfume 
on my body beforehand to prepare for my burial. I tell 
you this, wherever the gospel is preached throughout 
the world, what she has done will also be told, in 
memory of her. 

SIMON 
Well said, but If you were really a prophet, you would 
know who this woman is that is touching you.  

JESUS 
Who is she? 

SIMON 
A sinner. One of the worst kinds. She is a known 
prostitute who gives herself to married men. 

JESUS 
Tell me, Simon. If God forgives you of your sins, are 
you still guilty? 

Pause. 

JESUS 
Two people owed money to a certain loan shark. One 
owed him five hundred dollars and the other fifty. 
Neither of them could pay so the money shark forgave 
them both of their debts. Which one will love him 
more? 

SIMON 
The one who had the bigger debt forgiven. 
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JESUS 
Exactly. 

Jesus turns to Mary, who 
is still crouched at his 
feet. 

JESUS 
I came into your house and you gave me no water for 
my feet, but this woman wet my feet with her tears and 
wiped them with her hair. You did not greet me with a 
kiss, but this woman has not stopped kissing my feet. 
You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured 
perfume on my feet. I tell you this, Simon, her many 
sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. 
Whoever has been forgiven little, loves little. 

Jesus reaches for Mary's 
hand. 

JESUS 
Your sins are forgiven. 

Some of the men 
standing in the room 
begin to converse among 
themselves. 

JEW 
Who is this man who even forgives sins? 

JESUS 
Woman, your faith has saved you. Go in peace. 

Mary bows to him and 
exits. 

A few of the Jews 
standing by shake their 
head and leave. 

LIGHTS FADE. 
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Scene 6 

LIGHTS UP: 

Jesus sits surrounded by 
a few Disciples and some 
Jews standing a way off. 

Mary is at his feet, 
listening. 

Martha is moving about 
making preparations for 
dinner. She is in and out 
periodically, sometimes 
glancing at her sister 
sitting at Jesus' feet and 
frowning a little. 

PRIEST 
Teacher, I have been an avid student of the scriptures 
since my teen years. What must I do to inherit eternal 
life? 

JESUS 
What is written in the Law? 

PRIEST 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your strength and with all 
your mind and love your neighbors as yourself. 

JESUS 
You have answered correctly. Do this and you will 
live. 

PRIEST 
But who is my neighbor? 

Jesus sighs. 
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JESUS 
A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 
when he was attacked by robbers. 

A man enters, strolling 
across the stage. Two 
robbers jump him, 
stripping him of his bag 
and sandals and beating 
him to the ground. He 
lies there motionless. 

JESUS 
A priest was passing by. When he saw the man lying 
there, he passed on the other side of the road. 

Enter Priest. He sees the 
man lying on the ground 
and veers off as he passes 
him without looking 
back. 

JESUS 
A Levite was passing by and did the same thing. 

Enter Levite. He also 
passes without helping. 

JESUS 
A Samaritan was passing by. Since Jews have no 
dealings with Samaritans, it would make sense for him 
to do likewise...but his actions were different. 

Samaritan enters. He sees 
the man lying there and 
quickly goes to 
him...eyes overflowing 
with compassion, he uses 
a rag to wipe the man’s 
face with oil and wine. 

JESUS 
The Samaritan then put the man on a donkey. 
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Samaritan looks around 
for a donkey. There is 
none. 

JESUS 
But if there was no donkey, I'm sure he would have 
thrown the man over his shoulders and carried him. 

Samaritan pulls the 
wounded man over his 
shoulders and carries him 
offstage. 

JESUS 
He took him to an inn, paid the innkeeper to look after 
him, and left, intending to return to check on the 
wounded man. Which of these three was a neighbor to 
the man who fell into the hands of robbers? 

PRIEST 
The one who had mercy on him. 

JESUS 
If that answers your question, go and do likewise. 

Priest leaves defeated. 

Martha comes out, 
displeased. 

MARTHA 
Lord, why do you have my sister sitting at your feet 
doing nothing while I have to be doing all this work?  

Jesus offers no response. 

MARTHA 
Don't you care that she has left me to do the work by 
myself? Tell her to come and help me! 

JESUS 
Martha, Martha. You are worried and upset about 
many things, but few things are needed or maybe only 
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one thing is needed. Your sister Mary has chosen what 
is better and it will not be taken away from her. 

Pause. 

JESUS 
I will tell you this. I will not even be with you much 
longer. 

MARY 
Where are you going? 

JESUS 
Home. 

LIGHTS FADE. 
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Scene 7 

LIGHTS UP: 

A small crowd has 
gathered at Center Stage, 
whispering among 
themselves and looking 
offstage. 

Mary enters. 

MARY 
What is going on? 

Martha steps out of the 
crowd and pulls Mary 
aside. 

MARTHA 
You should go home. 

MARY 
Why? 

MARTHA 
Because I know you're not as strong as I am. 

MARY 
Just tell me what is going on. 

Pause. 

MARTHA 
Jesus has been arrested. 

MARY 
What? That's not possible. 

Pause. 
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MARY 
He went to pray in the Garden of Gethsemane. I saw 
him. How could they have found him there? 

MARTHA 
It was Judas Iscariot. He betrayed him. 

MARY 
I never trusted that guy. Where is Jesus now? 

MARTHA 
Please go home. 

MARY 
I have to see him. 

MARTHA 
He's heavily guarded. The Romans will never let you 
pass. As a matter of fact, if they suspect that we knew 
him, they will arrest us too. 

MARY 
For what? We haven't done anything. Are we just 
going to stand around and do nothing? 

MARTHA 
He taught us how to pray. It's all we can do now, and 
He needs it. 

SFX: Sound of whip 
lashing against flesh. 

MARY 

(focusing 
offstage) 

What are they doing to him? 

Mary tries to go, but 
Martha hangs on to her. 

MARTHA 
No, Mary. Stay here. 
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MARY 
Why are they beating him like a dog? Why is no one 
helping him? 

Martha forcibly pulls 
Mary in the opposite 
direction and they exit. 

LIGHTS FADE. 
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Scene 8 

LIGHTS UP: 

A crowd gathers across 
the stage. 

Jesus enters, carrying a 
cross with two soldiers 
behind him. He is 
bloody, torn, disfigured, 
and too weak to pull the 
cross adequately; He falls 
several times. 

Mary comes on tearfully 
and pushes through the 
crowd. She kneels before 
Jesus. She takes a rag and 
wipes his bloody face. 

MARY 
What have they done to you? 

JESUS 
Nothing my Father hasn't allowed. 

MARY 
But why? 

JESUS 
You still don't get it, Mary. I'm doing this for you. 

One soldier pulls Mary 
aside...the other soldier 
whips Jesus back to his 
feet. They push him 
forward, the crowd 
follows. 

Martha catches up to 
Mary. 
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MARTHA 
What did He say to you? 

MARY 
That He's doing this for me. Why? I never asked Him 
to. I don't deserve this. 

MARTHA 
We're lost, Mary. He believes we are worth saving. 

MARY 
I have done some terrible things. 

MARTHA 
He knows...and still He came.  

MARY 
Why is He doing this? How are we supposed to live 
without Him? 

MARTHA 
He's doing what must be done. No one else could do it. 
Mary, He's taking all our sins to the cross. 

Pause. 

LIGHTS OUT. 
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Scene 9 

LIGHTS UP: 

Mary sits alone on a 
stone at Center Stage, 
weeping. 

Martha comes on and 
goes to comfort her. 

MARTHA 
It's been three days. 

MARY 
I haven't learned to live a day without him. 

MARTHA 
I know where the disciples are. We should go join 
them. 

MARY 
I want to see him. 

MARTHA 
He's dead, Mary. 

MARY 
He can't be dead. 

MARTHA 
We watched him die. 

MARY 
We watched him raise a dead man from the grave after 
four days. We watched him heal the deaf, dumb, blind, 
and demon possessed. We watched him walk on water 
and use five fishes and two loaves to feed thousands. 
He can't be dead. 

MARTHA 
Why punish yourself with false hope? 
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MARY 
Hope is all I have left. 

Mary turns to leave. 

She stops when she sees 
Jesus standing at the edge 
of the stage. He smiles. 
She covers her mouth. 
Martha rubs her eyes. 

MARY 
Jesus! 

JESUS 
It is finished. Sin no longer has dominion over you. 
You're free. 

LIGHTS FADE. 
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Scene 10 

LIGHTS UP: 

Brian is seated on the 
couch wrapped in a bath 
robe. 

Mary is sitting beside 
him holding a glass of 
juice. 

BRIAN 
Are you going to give that to me? 

MARY 
What? 

BRIAN 
You were offering me a glass of juice. 

MARY 
Why would I do that? 

Brian takes the glass 
from her and drinks. He 
likes it. 

BRIAN 
Did you make this yourself? 

Mary gets up and walks 
about the stage. She has 
not gotten over her very 
strange, but real dream. 

BRIAN 
You want to come over here and give me some love? 

MARY 
You're a married man! 
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BRIAN 
Mary, let's not do this again. 

MARY 
You're so very right. I don't know why I'm here....with 
you. I should go. 

BRIAN 
This is your house. 

MARY 
Then you should go. 

BRIAN 
Wait a minute. Are you breaking up with me? 

MARY 
Is that some kind of a trick question? Cause you're 
married. Technically, there is nothing to break up. 

BRIAN 
What is this about? 

MARY 
This is about me being a Christian. This is about Jesus 
thinking I'm worthy enough to suffer and die for. I 
don't need to be driving any more nails into His hand. I 
am better than this. I am worth more than this. 

Pause. 

BRIAN 
I see. 

MARY 
Brian, I need you to take everything in this house that 
belongs to you...and go home to your wife. 

BRIAN 
That would include this couch. 

MARY 
Take it. 
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BRIAN 
That 14k gold chain you have around your neck. 

Mary pulls off the chain 
and gives it to him. 

Pause. 

BRIAN 
You're serious? 

MARY 
Please just go. 

Pause. 

BRIAN 
I will get my stuff. 

Brian exits the room. 

Mary begins to cry. 

SINGER 

(sings) 
I'm forgiven because you were forsaken 
I'm accepted, You were condemned 
I'm alive and well 
Your spirit is within me 
Because you died and rose again 

Brian comes out, dressed 
and carrying a bag. He 
tries to touch Mary...she 
shoves him off. 
Reluctantly he exits.  

Mary drops onto the 
couch, weak and in tears. 
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SINGER 

(sings) 
I'm forgiven because you were forsaken 
I'm accepted, you were condemned 
I'm alive and well 
Your spirit is within me 
Because you died and rose again 

Mary falls to her knees, 
praying and crying out to 
God. 

SINGER 

(sings) 
Amazing love, how can it be? 
That you, my king. would die for me 
Amazing love, I know it's true 
It’s my joy to honor you 
Amazing love, how can it be? 
That my king would die for me 
Amazing love, I know it's true 
It’s my joy to honor you 
In all I do 
I honor you 

Dinah enters. Sees Mary 
and goes to her. She hugs 
her tightly. 

SINGER 

(sings) 
I'm forgiven because you were forsaken 
I'm accepted, you were condemned 
I'm alive and well 
Your spirit is within me 
Because you died and rose again 
 
Amazing love, how can it be 
That you, my king would die for me 
Amazing love, I know it’s true 
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It's my joy to honor you 
Amazing love, how can it be? 
That you, my king, would die for me 
Amazing love, I know it’s true 
It’s my joy to honor you 
In all I do, I honor you 
 
You are my king 
You are my king 
Jesus, You are my king 
Jesus, You are my king 
 
Amazing love, how can it be? 
That you, my king, would die for me 
Amazing love, I know it's true 
It’s my joy to honor you 
Amazing love, how can it be? 
That you, my king would die for me 
Amazing love, I know it's true 
It’s my joy to honor you 
In all I do, I honor you 
In all I do, I honor you 

DINAH 
What happened to you? 

MARY 
I met Jesus for the first time. I have always heard 
about what He did for me, but I never understood it 
until I saw it for myself. I met Jesus, Mom. He never 
once condemned me but forgave me....and loved me as 
if I never did anything to hurt Him. 

Dinah is at a loss for 
words. She just hugs 
Mary. 

SINGER 

(sings) 
Jesus, You are my king 
Jesus, You are my king 
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FADE TO BLACK. 
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From the Author’s Desk 
 
We hope this play has been a blessing to you. 
 
We would love to get feedback from you. Please consider leaving a review on our 
Amazon page. You can also send comments, questions, feedback, and testimonials to 
cleveland@christianplaywright.org or cleveland.mcleish@gmail.com.  
 
Please visit www.christianplaywright.org for more Contemporary/Biblical, anointed Play 
Scripts for Christmas, Easter, and General Productions. 
 
If you are a playwright and have written several plays, you may want to consider getting 
them published. Visit www.hcpbookpublishing.com for more info. 
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