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SYNOPSIS 
 
A young, troubled mans journey from the streets to the pulpit. 
 
LIST OF CHARACTERS 
 
Mary 
Mike 
Seleste 
John Smith 
Andre 
 
SETTING 
 
Living Room. 
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THE SCRIPT 
 
SCENE 1 
 
 LIGHTS UP 
 
 Mary is seated beside Mike trying to console him. He appears to 
 Be extremely angry. 
 
MARY: I’m so sorry. 
 
MIKE: For what?  
 
MARY: I’m sorry he keeps doing this to you. 
 
MIKE: Whatever! He does this all the time. 
 
 Mike gets up to leave. 
 
MIKE: Ya know…I keep thinking that one day he’s gonna change…that one 
day I will have a father I can actually talk about. But that day aint ever 
gonna come is it. 
 
MARY: Maybe it will. Nothing is impossible for God. 
 
MIKE: God?!?  
 
MARY: Mike…. 
 
MIKE: Its God that has caused this family so much pain. Why do you stay 
so committed to Him? 
 
MARY: He’s my hope, son…my only hope. 
 
MIKE: Your hope? 
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MARY: Yes. 
 
MIKE: Well, it’s a waste of hope if you asked me. 
 
MARY: Its not a waste Mike.  
 
MIKE: Really now. 
 
MARY: There is no way I could have raised four children on my own. If not 
for Gods grace I would have failed miserably. 
 
MIKE: And who said you didn’t fail? 
 
 Pause. Mary considers. 
 
MARY: I know you made some bad decisions in your life…but don’t put 
that on me. We all have our choices to make. 
 
MIKE: Aint that the truth. 
 
 Seleste comes out yawning and stretching obviously just waking from 
 Her nap. 
 
SELESTE: How do you guys expect anyone to sleep with this constant 
racket? 
 
MARY: Sorry dear. 
 
SELESTE: Must you guys argue all the time. Mike you should try to 
channel all that anger into something more….worthwhile. 
 
MIKE: Yeah, like what? I’m open to ideas. 
 
SELESTE: Finding a job, maybe. 
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MIKE: Psht. (He exits) 
 
 Seleste watches him go. 
 
SELESTE: Whats with him? 
 
MARY: His father promised to visit last night…. 
 
SELESTE: …and didn’t show. Right. What else is new? 
 
 Mary heads for the phone. 
 
MARY: I’m calling that no good… 
 
SELESTE: Mom. Don’t waste your time. 
 
 Mary is close to tears. Seleste goes to her. 
 
SELESTE: We have been on our own long enough to know how to stand on 
our own two feet. 
 
MARY: Yeah….I needed to hear that.  
 
SELESTE: Good. So be of good cheer mother. Its not the end of the world. 
 
MARY: I just cant help thinking how hard it has been for me to maintain a 
relationship with a man. I mean I have had three husbands so far. 
 
SELESTE: Maybe you have been trying too hard to provide a father for us. 
 
MARY: Yeah, maybe. Every child needs a father. 
 
SELESTE: We have a father Mom. 
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 Seleste hugs her mother as…. 
 
LIGHTS FADE. 
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SCENE 2 
 
 LIGHTS UP 
 
 Mike and Andre is at CS counting money in silence until the last bill 
 Is counted. 
 
ANDRE: Oh man, oh man, oh man. 
 
MIKE: What? 
 
ANDRE: We still ten thousand short. 
 
 Pause. 
 
MIKE: That aint good. 
 
ANDRE: That’s messed up man. The Crips want their money tonight. 
 
MIKE: Maybe we could hit a few more supermarkets…. 
 
ANDRE: You aint hearing me man. They want their money tonight. They go 
be all over the streets tonight man. We can’t be seen if we don’t have all a it. 
 
 Mike gets up and starts to pace. 
 
MIKE: So what we gonna do? 
 
ANDRE: What we gonna do? 
 
MIKE: Yeah. 
 
ANDRE: Man, you the one who got us in this mess. 
 
MIKE: Me? 
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ANDRE: Yeah. I told you to keep your yap shut man…but no. You gotta 
prove that you bad enough to become a crips…well man. We owe cause a 
your big mouth. 
 
 Mike knows Andre is telling the truth. 
 
MIKE: So what we gonna do? 
 
ANDRE: What we gonna do? 
 
MIKE: Yeah. 
 
ANDRE: Man, Do I look like I can answer that? 
 
 Pause. 
 
MIKE: Hell, whats the worst that can happen right.  
 
ANDRE: Hey, the crips always collect. You pay with money or you pay 
with blood. 
 
MIKE: If they kill me they probably doing me a favour. 
 
ANDRE: You watch your mouth man cause I aint ready to die. 
 
 They sit in thought for a moment. 
 
MIKE: I got some money saved up for college. 
 
ANDRE: Yeah…how much. 
 
MIKE: Enough. 
 
ANDRE: Why didn’t you say so? 
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MIKE: If I touch it my mom will know. It’s a joint account. 
 
ANDRE: So what. 
 
MIKE: So what? 
 
ANDRE: College more important than your life man…than the life a your 
tugs right here. 
 
MIKE: How would I explain all a that, eh. You gave that any thought. 
 
ANDRE: Tell her the IRA took it. 
 
MIKE: You stupid man. You real stupid. I aint touching that money till I get 
a valid reason to tell my mom, man. 
 
 Andre hears something and goes to the edge of the stage looking out 
 Above the audience. 
 
ANDRE: Valid reason eh. How about two cars a tugs carrying baseball bats 
and headed this way. 
 
MIKE: Uhm, yeah, that could work. 
 
 They both dart offstage as….. 
 
 LIGHTS FADE. 
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SCENE 3 
 
 LIGHTS UP 
 
 A battered Mike is seated at CS. His arm and head bandaged up. 
 
 Mary paces back and forth obviously trying to stay calm. 
 
MARY: This has to stop. 
 
MIKE: Let it go mom. 
 
MARY: What? I almost lost my son to a gang beating and you want me to 
‘let it go.’ 
 
MIKE: Aint those your favourite words. 
 
 Pause. 
 
MARY: Why do you hate me so much? 
 
MIKE: I don’t hate you…. 
 
MARY: You don’t hurt people you love Mike. It just don’t work like that. 
 
MIKE: You talking about me or that looser you brought home last year? 
 
 Mary is speechless….no…more life dumbstruck. 
 
MARY: How dare you..! 
 
MIKE: You know all about pain, don’t you mom? 
 
 The door opens and John (Mike’s Father) enters. 
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 Mike takes one look at him and gets up to leave. 
 
JOHN: Mike…I’m sorry. 
 
MIKE: Yeah. Those are your favourite words.  
 
JOHN: Look, I know you’re upset…. 
 
MIKE: What are you doing here John? Who invited you here? 
 
JOHN: I heard what happened. 
 
MIKE: Suddenly…now…out of the blue you care. What? Let me 
guess…divine inspiration. 
 
JOHN: You’re not making this easy for me. 
 
MIKE: Oh…I’m sorry. But this is my natural reaction to crap. I can’t seem 
to help it these days. Why don’t you crawl back into the hole where you 
came from John. No one wants you here. 
 
 Mike exits. 
 
 John sighs. He really made an effort this time. 
 
JOHN: I messed this one up real bad. Mary, I’m sorry. 
 
MARY: I got over you a long time ago John. Its your children’s forgiveness 
you need right now. 
 
JOHN: Seems I may never get that. 
 
MARY: You have never asked for it. 
 
JOHN: What do I do? 
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MARY: We’ve been here before. The answer is still the same. 
 
JOHN: I have other responsibilities you know. 
 
MARY: Yeah…your response is always the same too. 
 
JOHN: What do you want from me? 
 
MARY: Nothing. The door is open whenever you’re ready to leave. 
 
JOHN: Why did you call me over here, huh? 
 
MARY: I just asked myself that same question. 
 
JOHN: I’m outta here. I don’t need this right now. 
 
MARY: So typical of you John Smith, to run when you should stand. 
 
JOHN: Yeah…whatever. 
 
 John leaves. 
 
MARY: What do I do Lord? Please answer. 
 
 Mary sits down totally defeated. 
 
 LIGHTS FADE. 
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SCENE 4 
 
 LIGHTS UP 
 
 Andre and Mike are at centre stage locked in a hush hush argument. 
 
ANDRE: Man they paying half a mil to get this job done. 
 
MIKE: But I aint never killed anyone before. 
 
ANDRE: It aint hard man. You point and you pull the trigger and bam half a 
mil. 
 
MIKE: We talking about a human life. 
 
ANDRE: Naw man. We talking about a half mil. That’s two fifty a piece. 
Focus man, focus. 
 
 Pause. 
 
MIKE: I can’t do it. 
 
ANDRE: What? 
 
MIKE: We both grew up in the church man? We know better that to start 
taking jobs like this. I mean, yeah we can hit a few supermarkets and stuff 
but that money is insured. They get it back. A life cannot be replaced. 
 
ANDRE: What? 
 
MIKE: Didn’t you hear a single word I said? 
 
ANDRE: Hey man you know my brain can’t process crap. 
 
MIKE: I can’t do it. 
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ANDRE: You backing out on me? 
 
MIKE: Yeah….on this one. 
 
ANDRE: You joking right. 
 
 Pause. Its obvious Mike is serious. 
 
ANDRE: Man…you growing soft on me talking bout church and all. Your 
mama getting to you. 
 
 Mary walks in at that precise moment. 
 
MARY: Mike, can I talk to you. (looks at Andre) Alone. 
 
 Andre looks at her, then at Mike. 
 
ANDRE: Holler at me in a likkle bit man. We got things to discuss. 
 
MIKE: Yeah. 
 
 Andre exits without even looking at Mary. 
 
MARY: I told you I didn’t want that thug in my house. 
 
MIKE: Mom, chill a’it. 
 
MARY: Chill!!! Mike, when is this gonna stop? When are you gonna start 
taking life seriously and realize that the world don’t evolve around you? 
 
MIKE: When you gonna ease up off my back? 
 
MARY: When I bury you…and considering the course that you’re on, that 
may probably be sooner than you think. 
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MIKE: I don’t have time for this. 
 
 Mike heads for the exit…but Mary grabs his arm. 
 
MARY: You will make time Mike or so help me God I will…. 
 
MIKE: What ma..? 
 
 Pause. Mary lets go of Mike. 
MARY: I’m not as strong as you think Mike and I’m having a hard time 
dealing with all this. 
 
MIKE: A mans gotta do what a mans gotta do ma. 
 
MARY: I know that. But you limit yourself by following this thug path. God 
needs you in his kingdom…I need you. 
 
MIKE: God’s way is suffering and death. No different from the way I 
choose except there is some glory…some reward…some incentive…some 
pleasure. God don’t offer that. 
 
MARY: He offers life in all a that suffering. Why choose death? 
 
 Pause. Mike considers. 
 
MARY: At least come to church with me….just once. 
 
MIKE: I’ll think about it. 
 
 Mike exits. 
 
 Mary cries. 
 
LIGHTS FADE. 
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SCENE 5 
 
 LIGHTS UP 
 
 Sirens are heard offstage. 
 
 Mike and Andre quickly enters and dives behind a coach (or  
 Some other furniture onstage) 
 
MIKE: Bwoy me tell you…. 
 
ANDRE: Shhhhhhhh. 
 
MIKE: God deliver me. 
 
ANDRE: Hey stop the noise before I pop a cap in you too. 
 
 Mary enters. 
 
MARY: Whats going on here…. 
 
 They grab her and pull her down behind the furniture. 
 
MARY: What is going on… 
 
ANDRE: Shhhhhh. 
  
 She pulls herself back up and they pull her down again. 
 
MARY: Are you two in trouble? 
 
ANDRE: Shhhh. 
 
 She pulls herself back up and they pull her down again. 
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MIKE: Ma…please be quiet. 
 
 Mary decides to remain still. 
 
 They stay like that until the sound of the siren fades away. 
 
 Mary is extremely upset. 
 
MARY: Andre…please leave. 
 
ANDRE: Hey, what did I do. 
 
MARY: Just go. 
 
ANDRE: (to Mike) Catch ya later homeboy. 
 
 Andre exits. 
 
MIKE: Ma… 
 
MARY: Not a word. Your time for talking is done. 
 
MIKE: But….let me explain. 
 
 Mary turns her back to him and exits. 
 
MARY: That’s it! That’s about all I can take. 
 
 Mary stomps offstage. 
 
 A Beat. 
 
 Mike drops himself in the coach totally exhausted. 
 
 She returns with Mike’s bags all packed and ready. 
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MARY: Get in the car. 
 
MIKE: What! 
 
MARY: The car Mike….its parked in the garage. Get in. 
 
MIKE: What! 
 
MARY: In the name of Jesus get your butt in the car. 
 
 Mike is startled and quickly exits. 
 
 Mary exits behind him with the bags. 
 
LIGHTS OUT. 
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SCENE 6 
 
 LIGHTS UP 
 
 Mike comes home. He looks different. 
 
 Mary comes out to greet him. 
 
 They hug for a while then separate and sits on the coach. 
 
MARY: Well… 
 
MIKE: College is cool mah. So much to tell you.  
 
 Seleste enters. Mike sees her and practically jumps on her hugging her 
 Very tightly. He pulls away and smiles at her confused expression. 
 
SELESTE: You on crack bro. 
 
MIKE: No better. 
 
SELESTE: Do tell. 
 
MIKE: I found Jesus. 
 
SELESTE: Ahhhh. (She hugs him and Mary joins the embrace) You serious 
right. 
 
MIKE: I just hugged you didn’t I. 
 
SELESTE: Wow…I’m proud of you. 
 
MIKE: Thanks. 
 
SELESTE: You’ll be here all weekend. 
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MIKE: I think so. 
 
SELESTE: Talk to you later then. (she hugs him again) Mom, later. 
 
MARY: Have fun. 
 
 Seleste exits. 
 
 Mary looks at Mike and just smiles. 
 
MIKE: What, ma? 
 
MARY: Why didn’t you tell me. 
 
MIKE: It’s not something you talk about over the phone. 
 
MARY: You shoulda said something. 
 
MIKE: Whats the big deal ma. You know now. 
 
MARY: Whats the big deal…? 
 
MIKE: Ma…no arguments please. 
 
 Pause. 
 
MARY: You know…I always dreamed of you becoming a preacher. 
 
MIKE: You never told me that. 
 
MARY: Now we’re even. 
 
MIKE: That’s not fair. 
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MARY: So hows school. 
 
MIKE: Can I tell you…the best thing you did for me was rebuke me and 
drive me down there. My whole life has changed and I’m even considering 
going into ministry. 
 
MARY: Really. 
 
MIKE: Yeah…Your dream may become a reality. 
 
 Mary hugs Mike. 
 
MARY: Thank you. This means a whole lot to me. 
 
MIKE: Yeah, I know. 
 
 Pause. 
 
MIKE: Can I have my fathers number please. I think I need to give him a 
call. 
 
MARY: I’ll go get it. 
 
 Mary exits just as Andre walks in. 
 
ANDRE: Yow man, me hear say you in the neighbourhood. 
 
MIKE: Whaddup man. 
 
ANDRE: Same old, same old. How you look so star. You join church now. 
 
MIKE: Yeah, pretty much. 
 
ANDRE: Man stop fooling around. I was just joking. 
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MIKE: No seriously. 
 
ANDRE: Get outta here. 
 
MIKE: There’s more to life than a gun, bro. I’m hoping we can discuss this 
some more. 
 
ANDRE: Man, I hardly recognize you using all them big words and stuff. 
Talk so I can understand what you saying man. 
 
MIKE: Its all about Jesus man. 
 
ANDRE: Boy, you really serious huh. 
 
 Pause. 
MIKE: You should consider coming to church with me. 
 
ANDRE: Naw man. Church aint my thing. I belong in the streets. 
 
MIKE: You’re gonna die in the streets. What about your eternal soul? 
 
ANDRE: Man life is complicated as it is for me to be thinking bout life after 
death. I got faith that life ends at the grave. That faith helps me to sleep at 
nights. 
 
MIKE: I’ll be praying for you man. 
 
ANDRE: Yeah…you do that. In the meantime I’m gonna find myself a new 
partner in crime. 
 
 They hit fist. 
 
ANDRE: Ya know, somehow I knew one day you would take your mothers 
side. (pause) I hope I never see you again, preacher bwoy. 
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MIKE: Don’t count on that. 
 
 Andre smiles and leaves. 
 
 Mary returns with the number as… 
 
LIGHTS FADE TO BLACK. 
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