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Characters 
 
Judge 
Defense 
Prosecutor 
Jesus 
Bailiff 
 
THE WITNESSES 
 
Mary – Mother of Jesus 
Matthew 
Peter 
Nicodemus 
 



Setting 
 
This play takes place in a courtroom setting. 
 
The Judge should be positioned on a high-rise desk. There should be two tables and chairs for 
the Prosecutor and the Defense, and a witness stand. 
 
The audience represents the courtroom. 



The Story 
 
Judas told the soldiers that he would identify Jesus with a kiss. When he did, the soldiers 
arrested Jesus and took him away. As Jesus was taken into custody, His disciples 
scattered. Jesus was led to Caiaphas, the high priest, and the scribes and elders. 
 
When morning came, all the chief priests and elders of the Jews plotted against Jesus to 
put Him to death. When they had bound Him, they led Him away and delivered Him to 
Pontius Pilate, to be judged. 
 
The trial takes place while outside the chief priests and elders assembled, and a crowd 
was gathering. Pilate enters the courtroom complaining about how early it is and states 
that whatever is going on had better be important. 
 
Once the proceeding begins, he asks Jesus if He is the King of the Jews, but gets no 
response. The trial proceeds. 
 



Play Details 
 
Length: 45-60 Minutes 

Cast:8 males, 1 female 

Audience: Teens & Adults 

Genre: Biblical Drama 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The Script 
 

 



SCENE 1  
 
 LIGHTS UP 
 

Defense enters carrying his briefcase. Jesus is close behind him. They sit at the table SR. 
Defense leans close to Jesus. 

 
DEFENSE: I know you are God’s son and you have much to say, but please let me do all the 
talking. 
 
JESUS: Ok. 
 
DEFENSE: Just ok? 
 
JESUS: As a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. 
 
DEFENSE: Still quoting scriptures I see. Well, be on your guard. The prosecutor is very cunning, 
very wordy, and very influential. I’ve seen him at work. In this very courtroom, I have seen him 
convince a man that he was a woman. 
 
PROSECUTORS VOICE: You remembered that counselor? 
 
 Prosecutor enters. He takes his place at the table SL. 
 
PROSECUTOR: That was a long time ago. You should let bygones be bygones. 
 
 Prosecutor comes over and extends his hand to Jesus. 
 
PROSECUTOR: And you must be Jesus. 
 
 Jesus shakes his hand. 
 
PROSECUTOR: Your reputation precedes you. 
 
JESUS: Likewise. 
 
PROSECUTOR: Yes…If what I have heard is true then we are in for a wild ride these next few 
days. I don’t know about you, but I’m really excited. 
 
DEFENSE: You are also early. That’s not like you. 
 
PROSECUTOR: I had to make an exception for this case.  
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 Bailiff enters the courtroom. 
 
PROSECUTOR: May the best man win. 
 
 Prosecutor goes to his desk. 
 
BAILIFF: All rise. 
 
 Everyone (including the audience) should stand. 
 
 Judge enters and casually strolls to his high-rise desk. 
 

He settles himself and opens his notebooks, adjusts his glasses on his nose, and clears his 
throat. 

 
JUDGE: Be seated. 
 
 Everyone sits. 
 
JUDGE: In all my years governing a courtroom, I have never seen anything quite like this. Many 
have come claiming to be many things, but never a son of the Sovereign God. I am going to ask 
the Defendant and his attorney to stand. 
 
 Defense stands with Jesus. 
 
JUDGE: Jesus of Nazareth, your accusers have brought many charges against you today. 
Malicious destruction of property, blasphemy against the Most High God, disturbing the peace, 
initiating a riot, disrespecting religious leaders and other men of authority, and influencing 
people to disregard the Mosaic Laws. Of these charges, how do you plead? 
 
DEFENSE: Guilty and not guilty, Your Honor. 
 
JUDGE: I was asking the defendant. 
 
DEFENSE: I am his attorney, Your Honor. 
 
JUDGE: This is my courtroom. You will have your chance to speak counselor, but I would like to 
hear this from him. 
 
 Pause. 
 
JUDGE: These are some serious charges. Do you have anything to say in your own defense? 
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 Silence. 
 
JUDGE: Interesting. You do realize that I have the power to hold you and the power to release 
you? 
 
 More silence. The judge shakes his head and motions for the defense to proceed. 
 
DEFENSE: You will see that this case will speak for itself, Your Honor. 
 
JUDGE: I hope so, for your client’s sake. Your opening statement, please. 
 
 Defense motions for Jesus to sit and begins his opening statement. 
 
DEFENSE: Your Honor, I'm only stating what I expect the evidence to prove. We would want to 
believe that the events of these past few weeks are new, shocking, and unexpected…but that is 
not the case.  
 
PROSECUTOR: Objection, Your Honor. The defense is speculating. 
 
JUDGE: Overruled. 
 
DEFENSE: Every natural born Jew knew that this day would come. The ancient scriptures speak 
of it. Isaiah nine verse six: For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the 
government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  
 
PROSECUTION: Objection, Your Honor. The defense is assuming. 
 
JUDGE: Overruled. 
 
 Judge seems a bit agitated with the prosecution. 
 
 Defense continues. 
 
DEFENSE: Your Honor, there have been many other signs Jesus has performed in the presence 
of his disciples, which have not been written. But these things have been written in order that 
those who have seen might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing, 
you might have life in his name. There have been teachings, miracles, and personal interactions 
from Jesus’ ministry to convince you that Jesus is indeed the Christ, the Son of God. Is it really 
that hard to believe that we are witnesses to the manifestation of these very words in this man 
sitting right here with us today? If you’ve already made up your mind that Jesus is not who he 
claims to be, then there would be no point in this trial. If you’re like most, then you’ve already 
heard, directly or indirectly, the case against Jesus. But you’ve probably never seriously 
considered the case for Jesus. Are you ready to be objective? Will you listen intently to the 
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totality of what the defense has to offer before making a judgment? If you are a nonbeliever, 
are you prepared to set your predetermined perceptions about Jesus aside so that you can take 
into account the witnesses called to the stand today with clarity? Ultimately it is your choice to 
hear the presented evidence, listen objectively, and then make an assessment. Is Jesus the Son 
of God, the Messiah as he claims to be, or is he a liar, or a lunatic? Today’s presentation of the 
claims of Jesus won’t leave you with any other option. Either he is the Son of God and deserving 
of our commitment, or he’s a con man deserving of our judgment, or maybe he’s insane and 
deserving only of our pity. I feel confident that through the evidence presented, you will see the 
truth and you will find not an ounce of guilt in this man, Jesus. Jesus has done nothing outside 
of the will of his father in heaven and for this reason, he should walk out of this courtroom a 
free man. 
 
 Defense takes his seat. 
 
 Prosecutor gets up buttoning his jacket. 
 
PROSECUTOR: Good day, Judge. 
 
 Judge nods in response. 
 
PROSECUTOR: You are looking quite sharp today. 
 
JUDGE: Get on with it, counselor. 
 
PROSECUTOR: What is the significance of quoting scriptures in this courtroom? I am looking at 
this strapping man sitting here, and I don’t see any government resting on his shoulders, and 
isn’t his name Jesus of Nazareth? Not wonderful, counselor, mighty God, Eternal Father, or 
Prince of Peace. So, the most obvious question to ask is, am I the only one who was wondering 
what the Defense was talking about? The defense speaks of truth. The truth is, Jesus was 
originally tried and condemned by highly respected religious leaders, and in their very midst, for 
all to hear, Jesus admitted that He was the Christ, the very Son of God. Do you understand what 
that means? It means that Jesus was publicly claiming to be God Himself! That fact alone calls 
His character into question! You see, Jesus is not merely a preacher of God who gives us 
instructions for living a holy life. No. No, he claims to be the very Son of God. He claims that 
those who sin must trust in him for salvation. No mere preacher would say such things! The 
more you hear about this man, Jesus, the more you will acknowledge that He is not the Son of 
God. The Son of God wouldn’t mislead his followers. You will see that this man is a foolish and 
wicked person to teach such things, and that those who believe in him are deceived victims of 
His malicious teaching. With that said, with the intention of this being a fair trial, you will hear 
witnesses who wish to defend Jesus. But I’m not worried. These witnesses that you will be 
hearing from are the people that actually know Jesus, people who have heard Him preach, and 
were supposedly healed by Him. And let me tell you, these witnesses are not exactly the kind of 
people you’d want coming to your defense! Be prepared, these are not the upstanding citizens 
the defense will try to tell you they are. Some of these witnesses have lived contemptible lives. 
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Be prepared to listen to their testimonies with a judicious ear. They will try to persuade you 
that the claims Jesus has made are true! 
 
 Goes to his desk to have a drink of water and retrieves a file. 
 
PROSECUTOR: I have taken the liberty of gathering a petition that has been signed by almost 
the entire Jerusalem population. 
 
 Prosecutor hands the Judge the file. He opens it and begins skipping through the pages. 
 
PROSECUTOR: We just need the signature of a certified Judge to make it a done deal. 
 
 Prosecutor pauses and waits smugly at the Judge’s desk. 
 
JUDGE: You want me to sign a petition to have this man put to death? 
 
PROSECUTOR: Yes, Your Honor. Death by crucifixion. 
 
JUDGE: He has not yet been tried, counselor.  
 
PROSECUTOR: He is claiming to be the Son of God. 
 
JUDGE: And…. 
 
PROSECUTOR: It is the will of the people. 
 
JUDGE: This is my courtroom. 
 
 Prosecutor interrupts the Judge. 
 
PROSECUTOR: Surely such blasphemy is worthy of the same punishment as murderers and 
thieves. 
 
JUDGE: How about we let the case speak for itself. 
 
PROSECUTOR: As I’m sure it will. I simply wanted to save us some time. 
 
JUDGE: Duly noted. (Gives back the file) 
 
 Prosecutor takes his seat. 
 
JUDGE: Who wants to call the first witness? 
 
 Prosecutor gestures for the defense to go ahead. 
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PROSECUTOR: Knock yourself out, chap. 
 
 Defense stands. 
 
DEFENSE: I call to the stand Mary – The Mother of Jesus. 
 
 Mary enters and goes to the stand. 
 
DEFENSE: Will you tell the truth? 
 
MARY: Yes. 
 
DEFENSE: Please have a seat. (Pause) For the records, could you state your name and relation 
to the defendant? 
 
MARY: I am Mary and I am the proud mother of Jesus. 
 
DEFENSE: (Addresses the judge) If anybody knows this man, Jesus, it would be His mother. 
(Turns back to Mary) Can you help us to understand the type of person He is? 
 
MARY: (Mary smiles softly) That may take a lifetime. 
 
DEFENSE: Tell the court about the things that stand out most in your mind. 
 
MARY: I remember the day He was born.  
 
PROSECUTOR: Objection, Your Honor. Do we really have time for a history lesson? 
 
DEFENSE: Your Honor, background is essential in understanding a person’s character and 
motives. 
 
JUDGE: I agree. Overruled. 
 
DEFENSE: Mary, please continue. 
 
MARY: Well, it is not exactly a mother’s dream to bring her child into the world in a stable. It 
wasn’t exactly what you would envision for a king. But the night was majestic in other ways. We 
had our perfect baby and it seemed like the world stood still. It all fell together like it was 
meant to be. Destined. And then we were visited by the Shepherds and heard about their 
remarkable journey. I tried to remember every detail, even as I wondered what this precious 
child would become. But even in the circumstances that surrounded his birth, it was impossible 
not to see something beyond us at work. And then He grew into such an amazing young man. 
He even managed to captivate scholars at times. Like the time we lost him when he was twelve. 
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DEFENSE: Mary, were there times when you questioned that Jesus, your own son, may not be 
the king the angel who came to you said he would be? 
 
MARY: When Simeon told me in the temple at my time of purification that a sword would 
pierce my heart, a lump came to my throat. I remember a sinking feeling that my Son’s life 
wouldn’t be what I hoped it would be. Up to then, I’d had visions of Him being crowned King in 
a traditional sense. Little did I know…  
 

Mary pauses, trying to keep herself from getting too emotional to complete her 
sentence.  

 
MARY: …that His crown could be made out of thorns. But never once have I questioned that he 
is the living son of God. 
 
DEFENSE: Thank you, Mary. I have no further questions, Your Honor. 
 

Prosecutor stands, buttons his jacket, and slides his hands into his pockets arrogantly. He 
saunters toward Mary. 

 
PROSECUTOR: You said when Jesus was twelve you lost him. 
 
MARY: Yes. Though, I don’t suppose you could consider Him lost. He stayed behind on His own.  
 
PROSECUTOR: Stayed behind? Where did he go? 
 
MARY: We found him in the temple courts. He was talking with scholars, answering hard 
questions and asking them for answers they could not give. 
 
PROSECUTOR: A twelve-year-old boy? 
 
MARY: Yes. 
 
PROSECUTOR: Mary, some might accuse you of making this all up. 
 
MARY: Why would I do that? 
 
PROSECUTOR: Well, I’m sure you’d have your reasons.  
 
 He offers an accusatory smirk. 
 
PROSECUTOR: What about between the ages of twelve and thirty? What was Jesus doing then? 
 
 Pause. 
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PROSECUTOR: Maybe he was studying the Holy Scriptures? After all, that would explain why he 
is so knowledgeable of scripture. 
 
MARY: But that wouldn’t explain how he can turn water into wine. 
 
 The prosecutor interrupts before Mary can continue. 
 
PROSECUTOR: Jesus obviously has a very high IQ. 
 
MARY: If that’s what you want to call it. 
 
PROSECUTOR: Simple science, Mary. He figured out a way to change the components of water. 
 
MARY: You’re entitled to believe what you want, but how would you explain that he can make 
the lame walk, the blind see, and the dumb speak? 
 
PROSECUTOR: Those could easily be staged for the right price. 
 
MARY: Do we look like we had the money for that? 
 
PROSECUTOR: So, Mary, you want this court to believe that this man is God in human flesh?  
 
MARY: In words and deeds, yes. 
 
PROSECUTOR: I must admit, it’s impressive that you already have half this city convinced.  
 
MARY: It’s not me that has the power to convince anyone. 
 
PROSECUTOR: Then why do you think you were called to this courtroom stand? 
 
MARY: To tell you about the truth. 
 
PROSECUTOR: And you want the good judge here to believe that the man sitting here isn’t truly 
of this world? That he is, as you would have us believe, the son of God? He is of another world? 
 
MARY: Actually, I expect you to believe that he is the truth. 
 
PROSECUTOR: Lady, either you are the world’s most insane mad woman or you are the most 
brilliant con artist that ever lived. It makes no sense that God would send a mere mortal to do 
what He could do himself. 
 
MARY: So you’re saying you believe in God and His capabilities to do just that? You are quick to 
judge what you do not understand. 
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PROSECUTOR: Am I? What is in all this for you, Mary? Is it fame you want? Fortune? Your name 
permanently etched in the history of man? Maybe you want a statute of yourself erected in the 
synagogue and people bowing to you? Surely you want something. 
 
 Mary remains silent. 
 
PROSECUTOR: No further questions. 
 
JUDGE: You may step down, Madam. 
 
 Mary steps down and exits. 
 
 The Judge directs his attention to the defense. 
 
JUDGE: Call your next witness. 
 
DEFENSE: Your Honor, I call Matthew to the stand. 
 
 Everyone turns as Matthew makes his way from the back of the courtroom to the stand. 
 
 Matthew takes a seat. 
 
DEFENSE: Could you state for the court your name? 
 
MATTHEW: My name is Matthew. I’m an Apostle of Jesus the Christ. However, I was once 
known as Levi, the Tax Collector.  
 
DEFENSE: And your intentions here today, Matthew? 
 
MATTHEW: I intend to tell you the truth, the entire truth, so help me God. 
 
 The defense smiles and Matthew relax back into his seat. 
 
DEFENSE: So Matthew, how is it that you know the defendant? 
 
MATTHEW: As I told you, I’m an Apostle of Jesus. 
 
DEFENSE: And being an Apostle of Jesus, you’ve witnessed some occurrences that prove his 
claims. Is that correct? 
 
MATTHEW: I have. 
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DEFENSE: Could you tell the court about some of those occurrences? What brought you to 
follow this man, believing him to be who he claimed to be? 
 
MATTHEW: Well, Jesus had been teaching and preaching in the area that I was working in. And 
this was a first, because people of my region had never heard anyone speak like Him before! 
When he taught and preached it was as though He were God Himself. I remember him saying, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” I recall the murmurs that ran through the crowd, 
murmurs that he was claiming to be the Messiah God had promise, the Christ. He was declaring 
to be the actual Son of God. Did you know it’s been said that on the day John the Baptist 
baptized Jesus that the heavens opened and a voice spoke saying: “This is My Son. With Him I 
am well pleased.” I mean, after all of this, who wouldn’t think that this Jesus was something 
extraordinary! And if that wasn’t astounding enough, he backed it up with what He did. There 
have been so many amazing deeds, I lost count! He has healed the sick – even lepers! You 
know, we are all taught to never even go near a leper, much less actually touch one. But Jesus, 
he not only touched them, he healed them! Then there was the time that he literally stopped a 
storm. He said, “Be still” and just like that, the Sea of Galilee went calm. Just at the sound of his 
voice. On command. Could an ordinary man do that? And I can’t forget the demons. That’s 
right, Jesus also cast demons out of people. I was always taught that only God himself 
possessed the power to control demons, to control Satan. But Jesus has power over the devil 
himself.  
 

Prosecutor jumps to his feet, his chair flying backwards away from him in the process. 
He’s clearly agitated. 

 
PROSECUTOR: Objection, the witness’ response is based solely on speculation and is in no way a 
proven fact. 
 
JUDGE: Sustained. 
 
 Prosecutor pulls his chair back toward him and sits down smugly. Satisfied. 
 
DEFENSE: My apologies, Your Honor.  
 
 Defense redirects his attention back to Matthew. 
 
DEFENSE: Matthew, could you please give the court a firsthand account of an occurrence that 
left you knowing that Jesus is indeed who he claims to be? 
 
MATTHEW: Of course. It was the most amazing thing I’ve ever seen. It happened just before 
Jesus told me to follow Him. A paralyzed man was brought to Jesus by some people that hoped 
Jesus would heal the man, because they had heard how He had healed so many others. But 
instead, the first thing Jesus said to this paralyzed man threw everyone for a loop. Jesus said: 
“Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven.” Now, you can imagine the reaction of the Pharisees. 
They were not happy. Since the Scripture says that only God has the authority to forgive 
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someone of their sins, in their minds this one sentence from Jesus was sacrilegious. They 
immediately accused him of blasphemy, saying he was claiming to do something that only God 
can do. But Jesus already knew what they were thinking! It was pretty intense. Jesus looked at 
them and said: “Why do you entertain evil thoughts in your hearts? Which is easier: to say, 
‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’?” But the convincing part came next. Jesus 
turned to the man who was paralyzed and said: “Get up, take your mat and go home.” And he 
did! I was astounded. That man was instantly healed! If that miracle doesn’t prove that Jesus is 
God’s Son, God in the flesh, I don’t know what will. 
 
DEFENSE: Thank you, Matthew. 
 
 Defense turns to the Prosecutor and speaks as he walks back to his seat. 
 
DEFENSE: Your witness. 
 

Prosecutor shuffles through a few papers on his desk and reads over one before he 
stands and saunters toward the witness stand. 

 
PROSECUTOR: Matthew, could you please remind the court what your job was when you met 
the defendant?  
 
MATTHEW: I was a tax collector. 
 
PROSECUTOR: A tax collector. Hmm. 
 
 Prosecutor ponders for a moment, as if pausing for dramatic effect.  
 
PROSECUTOR: And could you describe to the court what that job consisted of? 
 
MATTHEW: What does that have to do with the case? 
 
PROSECUTOR: Your Honor! 
 
JUDGE: The witness will answer the question. 
 
MATTHEW: I sat at a toll booth along the road leading from the Sea of Tiberias, or as you 
sometimes call it "Galilee." As merchants passed, I collected a set tax on the fish or 
merchandise that was being taken to the market. The man who employed me had already paid 
the tax to the Romans through a contract he had with them, and so he was allowed to charge a 
certain amount over the amount he’d paid in that contract as his profit. He then hired people 
like me to collect that tax, plus the profit. 
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PROSECUTOR: It’s no secret that corruption runs rampant in that system. It is a well-known fact 
that tax collectors often overcharge those merchants and then keep the difference for 
themselves. And that’s in addition to the pay they are already receiving from their employer for 
collecting taxes. Is this true? 
 
 Matthew hesitates, the look on his face is sad as he looks over toward Jesus. 
 
 The Prosecutor gets a touch impatient. 
 
PROSECUTOR: Need I remind you that you are sworn to tell the truth? 
 
MATTHEW: Yes, it’s true. 
 
PROSECUTOR: Did you ever participate in this illegal practice? 
 
 Matthew hangs his head in shame. 
 
MATTHEW: I did. 
 
PROSECUTOR: No further questions, Your Honor. 
 
JUDGE: The witness may step down. 
 
 Matthew steps down and returns to his seat among the audience.  
 
JUDGE: Counsel, please call your next witness. 
 
DEFENSE: Your Honor, the defense calls Nicodemus to the stand. 
 
 Hushed murmurs rumble through the courtroom. 
 
 The Prosecutor looks a little confused as Nicodemus takes the stand. 
 
DEFENSE: Could you please state your name and your relevance to this case for the court? 
 
NICODEMUS: My name is Nicodemus, I am a former member of the Jewish ruling council – also 
known as the Sanhedrin, which is the highest governing body for the Jewish nation.  
 
DEFENSE: Please tell the court what the Sanhedrin does. 
 
NICODEMUS: The Sanhedrin is the council that consists of seventy priests, scribes, Pharisees, 
and distinguished laymen. The high priest is their president. They govern over matters of 
religious law but also over situations of civil disputes that fall under religious law. 
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DEFENSE: And you are no longer a member of this council, correct? 
 
NICODEMUS: That’s correct.  
 
DEFENSE: What made you change your status? 
 
NICODEMUS: He did. 
 
 Nicodemus points toward Jesus. 
 
DEFENSE: How so? 
 
NICODEMUS: Well… we began hearing amazing reports about this Jesus who claimed to be the 
Christ and also the very Son of God. Some people told us that He had changed water into wine. 
Then there was that incident in the Temple at Jerusalem.  
 
DEFENSE: What happened at the Temple? 
 
NICODEMUS: One day Jesus showed up at the Temple. The outer court of the Temple was filled 
with stores and money changers. When he saw this, he was outraged. He drove the merchants 
from the outer court with a whip he made out of cords. And at that point, we thought it was 
bad, but then he turned to us and said, “How dare you turn my Father’s house into a market.” I 
mean, he was challenging something that the Jewish council had authorized. And, once again, 
he was claiming to be God Himself by referring to God as His Father. 
 
DEFENSE: And this is what brought you to believe his claims? 
 
NICODEMUS: No. But I did believe that he was a prophet of God at this point and I felt like I 
needed to give Jesus a chance. If nothing else, I needed to hear him out. 
 
DEFENSE: So, is that what you did? 
 
NICODEMUS: Yes. One night I secretly went to see Jesus. I told him that I already believed he 
was a teacher who had come from God. Because there was no way anyone could perform the 
miraculous signs he was performing if God were not with him. So yes, I was willing to admit that 
Jesus was a prophet. But I wasn’t quite ready to believe that He was the actual Son of God. I 
wasn’t ready to believe he could take away my sins. After all, I was a Pharisee. I kept God’s Law. 
As far as I was concerned, I didn’t have any sin to be taken away. I was already in God’s 
Kingdom – or so I thought. 
 
DEFENSE: What made you change your mind about that? 
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NICODEMUS: After listening to Jesus for a while. Asking questions and having him answer them, 
he said this to me: “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send His Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in Him 
is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he had 
not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.” I felt God begin to convict me through 
Jesus’ words. I started to understand why John the Baptist called Jesus “The Lamb of God.” 
Jesus was telling me that his purpose for coming here was to give His life for sinners. So, as long 
as I denied my sin and refused to trust in Jesus as my Savior, I was condemned and outside of 
God’s Kingdom. I started to realize that all of the work I had done as a Pharisee meant 
absolutely nothing.  
 
DEFENSE: Nicodemus, I know that coming here today on Jesus’ behalf wasn’t the popular thing 
to do. Thank you. 
 
 Turns to the judge. 
 
DEFENSE: I have no further questions, Your Honor. 
 
 Judge looks to the Prosecutor. 
 
JUDGE: Your witness, counselor. 
 
 Prosecutor responds quickly. 
 
PROSECUTOR: I have no questions for the witness. 
 
 Judge looks puzzled but turns to the witness. 
 
JUDGE: You may step down. 
 
 Nicodemus leaves the stand. 
 
 The Judge speaks to the defense counsel. 
 
JUDGE: You may call your next witness. 
 
DEFENSE: We have no further witnesses, Your Honor. The Defense rests. 
 
JUDGE: Very well. We will take a ten minutes recess before hearing closing arguments. 
 
 Judge bangs his gavel. 
 
BAILIFF: All rise. 
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 Judge exits. 
 
 Court reconvenes. 
  
 LIGHTS OUT 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SCENE 2 
 
 LIGHTS UP 
 
 Everyone is back in place. Judge makes some notes, then turns to the Prosecution. 
 
JUDGE: Call your witnesses, counselor. 
 
PROSECUTOR: Thank you, Your Honor. 
 

Prosecutor stands and looks toward the back of the courtroom. As he does, a man is 
trying to quietly sneak out. 

 
PROSECUTOR: I’d like to call Simon Peter to the stand, Your Honor. 
 

The man stops dead still and looks around slowly as all eyes in the courtroom focus on 
him.  

 
 The prosecutor stares at the man. Then gestures toward the witness stand. 
 
PROSECUTOR: The stand, if you would, sir. 
 
 The man reluctantly makes his way to the stand and takes a seat. 
 
 Once the man is settled the prosecutor speaks. 
 
PROSECUTOR: Please state your name for the court, sir. 
 
PETER: Peter. 
 
PROSECUTOR: Simon Peter, correct? 
 
PETER: Just Peter. 
 
PROSECUTOR: Just Peter? Hmm. Okay. Well, Peter, how do you know the defendant? 
 
 Peter stutters, refusing to look at Jesus. 
 
PETER: I do not know him. 
 
 Pause. 
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PROSECUTOR: Interesting.  
 
 Prosecutor turns to the Defense and speaks. 
 
PROSECUTOR: Your witness counselor. 
 
 Defense leans over to converse for a moment with Jesus before approaching the witness.  
 
DEFENSE: Peter, you say that you don’t know this man? 
 
 Defense points to Jesus. 
 
 Peter’s gaze stays focused on the attorney. 
 
PETER: No. 
 
 Defense takes a deep breath and continues. 
 
DEFENSE: Are you not from Galilee? Have you not been present to watch this man perform 
miracles? Did you not leave your life as a fisherman behind to follow him? 
 
 Peter becomes highly agitated and responds angrily and loudly. 
 
PETER: I told you! I do not know this man! 
 
 Pause. 
 
DEFENSE: My apologies. No further questions. 
 
JUDGE: Witness is dismissed. 
 
 Defense hangs his head sadly and step down from the witness stand. 
 

As he is passing Jesus, Jesus holds his hand. 
 
JESUS: When you have repented, strengthen your brothers.  
 
 Peter breaks down and makes a mad dash out of the courtroom. 
 
 Judge shakes his head. 
 
 Judge turns his attention back to the Prosecutor. 
 
JUDGE: Your next witness? 
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PROSECUTOR: I’d like to call the defendant to the stand, Your Honor.  
 
 The courtroom is filled with whispers as Jesus takes the stand. 
 
PROSECUTOR: Would you state your name for the court, please? 
 
JESUS: Jesus of Nazareth. 
 
PROSECUTOR: Jesus, there are some very serious charges here. Are you aware that some have 
declared that you claimed to be able to destroy the Temple and rebuild it in three days? Three 
days? 
 
JESUS: I am. 
 
PROSECUTOR: Well, do you have anything to say in your defense on these accusations?  
 
 Jesus is silent. 
 
 The Prosecutor become slightly agitated. 
 
PROSECUTOR: I demand in the name of the living God – tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son 
of God. 
 
JESUS: You have said it. And in the future, you will see the Son of Man seated in the place of 
power at God’s right hand and coming on the clouds of heaven. 
 
 The prosecutor smiles. It is an arrogant, satisfied smile. He turns toward the judge. 
 
PROSECUTOR: Well, there you have it. You have heard his blasphemy. Why would you even 
need any other witnesses?  
 
 Pause. 
 
PROSECUTOR: No further questions. 
 
 Prosecutor grins at the defense as he walks to his seat. 
 
PROSECUTOR: Your witness. 
 
 Defense approaches Jesus. 
 
DEFENSE: Is there anything you would like to say to the court? The court that has the authority 
over your freedom. 
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JESUS: This court has no authority over me, unless it is given from my Father; for this reason he 
who delivered me to here has the greater sin.  
 
 Defense sighs, in an almost defeated manner. 
 
DEFENSE: I have no more questions, Your Honor. 
 
JUDGE: Your next witness, counselor. 
 
 He waits for the Prosecutor to respond. 
 
PROSECUTOR: I need no other witnesses, Your Honor. The prosecution rests. 
 
JUDGE: Very well. Please begin your closing argument. 
 
PROSECUTOR: Today, for everyone to hear, we got a confession. Jesus admitted that He is the 
actual Son of God, the Christ. Are you aware of what that means? That means that Jesus was 
declaring to be God Himself! That alone calls His integrity into question! This same Jesus also 
claimed that He fulfilled the words of Isaiah the prophet. Now, we know that Jesus grew up like 
any other boy. As a man, he was like any other man. There never seemed to be anything special 
about him. He wasn't particularly handsome or charming. In this sense I suppose he was like the 
Messiah that Isaiah spoke of, somewhat of a counterfeit. Personally, I think the defendant’s 
tactics are brilliant. The man may be a genius. 
 
DEFENSE: Objection, Your Honor. The prosecution is vouching for the witness. 
 
JUDGE: Sustained. 
 
PROSECUTOR: My apologies to the court. (He returns to addressing the court) The question you 
have to ask yourself is: Do those few similarities mean that Jesus is the Messiah, this promised 
Savior? Dear members of the court, keep in mind that other men could easily fit Isaiah’s 
description of a man who was average, ordinary, or even hated. Now, it is true, some people 
claim that Jesus fulfilled the words of Isaiah in other ways. People say that he performed 
miracles – that he fed multitudes with a few morsels of food, that he healed the sick, that he 
walked on water and calmed a storm. Some of these people not only believe that this Jesus is 
actually God, but they also believe that he was born of a virgin. A virgin! Jesus truly must have 
twisted their minds for them to believe such things. But you have to consider the sources, you 
must decide whether the testimony of the people who witnessed these things is credible. You 
heard from Matthew, one of Jesus’ 12 Apostles. However, Matthew was also a tax collector! 
Now, we all know that in addition to being servants of the Roman government, these tax 
collectors are crooks. You heard from Jesus’ mother, Mary. While you may sympathize with her, 
you have to know that a mother will always support her child. Right or wrong. The defendant, 
this man Jesus, has created a rift in our society, he has taught radical ideas and sought influence 
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through his “follow me” teachings. This man has jabbed a hole in the fabric of society. Are you 
going to let it tear us down or are you going to mend that tear before it rips a gaping wound 
into our civilization? 
 

Prosecutor tears a hole in his own shirt, ripping it as he makes his point. The crowd 
gasps. 

 
PROSECUTOR: I rest my case. 
 

Judge shakes his head slightly at the antics of the prosecutor and then turns to the 
defense attorney. 

 
JUDGE: Counselor, you may proceed. 
 
DEFENSE: Members of the court, the prosecution suggests to you that the question in this case 
is simply a matter of the defendant claiming to be God. Invariably that’s just wrong. That's not 
the question. The question is this: Do you have doubt? Does even a reasonable doubt exist 
within your mind as to whether the defendant is guilty of these alleged crimes? And are you 
even aware of what those allegations are? Because it seems that the prosecution has made this 
trial about something entirely different. Jesus is accused of forbidding the people to pay their 
taxes, inciting people to riot, and claiming to be King. So you must ask yourself, is there even 
just one reasonable doubt in your mind that Jesus might be wrongly accused? I won’t revisit 
every witness because there is no need to do so. The prosecution did that for me. What the 
prosecution didn’t do is his job.  
 
PROSECUTOR: Objection, Your Honor. Expressions of contempt for opposing Counsel. 
 
 Judge rolls his eyes very subtly. 
 
JUDGE: Objection overruled. 
 
 Judge returns his attention to defense council. 
 
JUDGE: Please continue. 
 
DEFENSE: Thank you, Your Honor. You see, the prosecution wants you to believe that Jesus was 
a criminal. But Jesus upheld the laws and commandments and had a ministry of peace and 
healing. People will often say anything to get what they want. These religious leaders were 
willing to twist the truth to get Jesus executed. The evidence does not support their charges. A 
man who has shown so much compassion is deserving at this moment at least of your 
compassion. It was not the prosecutor's job to lure you to a verdict with methods of 
persuasion. It was his job to establish guilt beyond any and all reasonable doubt. He did not 
demonstrate this guilt. Jesus is innocent, and it is your duty to return a verdict reflecting such. 
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 Pause. Judge makes some notes.  
 

He removes his glasses and looks out at the audience. 
 
JUDGE: This is a complicated case. It is still somewhat unclear how profound and/or far-
reaching the events that have led up to this trial will reach or how genuinely destructive the 
prospective outcome will be. I find no fault in this man; I leave his fate to you. I charge each of 
you to fully consider the consequences of the decision you are about to make. Court is 
recessed. We will reconvene when a verdict has been reached. 
 
 Judge is about to bang his gavel. 
 
 Bailiff takes a folded piece of paper to him. 
 
JUDGE: What is this? 
 
BAILIFF: The verdict, Your Honor.  
 
JUDGE: That was quick. 
 
 Judge put on his glasses and unfolds the paper.  
 
 Defendant and attorneys stand for the reading of the verdict.  
 

Judge removes his glasses and sighs deeply.  
 
JUDGE: It appears the jury has come to a unanimous decision. In the trial of the people Vs. Jesus 
of Nazareth, the defendant is found guilty on all charges. His sentence is death by crucifixion. 
 
 Judge stands. 
 
JUDGE: I am free from this man’s blood. You take full responsibility for what happens from here 
on. 
 
 Judge exits. 
 

The courtroom erupts. The Bailiff takes Jesus into custody and begins to march him out 
of the courtroom. The Prosecutor is elated! 

 
 As Jesus is being led away, he stops at the desk of the Prosecutor and leans in close. 
 
JESUS: I will see you in three days. 
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They share an intense glare as Jesus smiles and is led away. The Prosecutor appears 
visibly rattled. 

 
 LIGHTS OUT 
 



From the Author’s Desk 
 
We hope this play has been a blessing to you. 
 
We would love to get feedback from you. Please consider leaving a review on our 
Amazon page. You can also send comments, questions, feedback, and testimonials to 
cleveland@christianplaywright.org or cleveland.mcleish@gmail.com.  
 
Please visit www.christianplaywright.org for more Contemporary/Biblical, anointed Play 
Scripts for Christmas, Easter, and General Productions. 
 
If you are a playwright and have written several plays, you may want to consider getting 
them published. Visit www.hcpbookpublishing.com for more info. 
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